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2: Assess and classify1: Prepare

3: Treat

4: Apply dressing

5: Prevent

6: Review and re-assess

Skin at risk
Mature skin is more  
vulnerable and prone  
to skin tears1,2. 

 
Type 1: No skin loss
Linear or flap tear that  
can be repositioned to  
cover wound bed3.

Type 2: Partial flap loss
Partial flap loss that  
cannot be repositioned  
to cover the wound bed3. 

Type 3: Total flap loss
Total flap loss  
exposing the entire  
wound bed3.

Control bleeding

Cleanse the wound

Reapproximate  
the skin flap

Fixation/protection

Tubifast®  
or  

Mepitel Film

Tubifast®  
or  

Mepitel Film

Tubifast®

Epaderm® Cream 
OR 

Epaderm® Ointment

Suggested product

Mepitel® One*4

Mepitel® One*4 
OR 

Mepilex® Border Flex4 

Mepilex® Border Flex4

Antimicrobial need

Mepilex®  
Border Ag

Mepilex®  
Border Ag

 *Plus secondary dressing Mesoft® or Mesorb®.

Mölnlycke® has developed a simple classification guide to skin tears in accordance with the 
proposed standardisation of identifying and documenting skin tears produced by ISTAP. 

Skin tear algorithm of care

Scan the QR code to read more about skin tears management 
or visit l.ead.me/bbWN04.
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